


African Americans have played a central role in the development of Arlington 
County, Virginia, as entrepreneurs and business owners. Due to segrega  on and 
Jim Crow laws, many African Americans established neighborhood-serving busi-
nesses within their communi  es out of necessity. A  er Arlington integrated in 
the 1960s, the need for such businesses diminished and many of them closed 
over  me. However, several of these establishments have been sustained through 
the years while s  ll other new businesses have formed. In this guide, we feature 
eight long-standing, or legacy, African American businesses in Arlington, all locat-
ed within the Hall’s Hill or Nauck/Green Valley neighborhoods.

Hall’s Hill, also known as High View Park, was one of the oldest se  lements in 
northern Virginia of newly freed slaves following the Civil War. During the early 
half of the 20th century, the community thrived with its own stores, churches, 
schools, and other services. In 1959, Stra  ord Junior High School became the fi rst

fi rst school Arlington to desegregate, which set the precedent for further 
desegrega  on throughout the community. Today, Hall’s Hill is a diverse and rapidly 
changing neighborhood that con  nues to maintain its iden  ty as a  ght-knit locale.

The Nauck/Green Valley neighborhood has also experienced signifi cant changes 
over the past 50 years. The historically African American community dates back 
to 1844, and in its early years was se  led by a large infl ux of African Americans 
who were forced to leave Freedman’s Village. The community con  nued to grow 
throughout early decades of the 1900s, including the establishment of many Afri-
can American-owned businesses along South Shirlington Road. Churches, schools, 
and lodges further contributed to the vibrancy of the neighborhood. While many of 
those local businesses have since closed, Nauck remains a lively, engaged community.

     ...everything was right
   there in the community...“
“



This guide is part of a larger project by master’s degree students from Virginia 
Tech’s Department of Urban Aff airs and Planning, carried out in partnership 
with mul  ple departments from Arlington County government. The purpose 
is to document and promote legacy businesses — longstanding establish-
ments that have contributed to the history and culture of the area.

Much of the informa  on in this guide was captured through oral history 
interviews with legacy business owners and other community members. The 
project organizers are also grateful to local historians and long-  me residents, 
such as Dr. Alfred O. Taylor and Ms. Por  a Clarke, for their insight and guidance.

About

For more information on the project, 
visit www.leehighwaylegacy.com
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Moore’s Barber Shop
Mr. James Moore, Sr., established Moore’s Barber Shop in Hall’s Hill in 1960. In 2002, 
the elder Mr. Moore re  red and turned over the business to his son, James Moore, Jr. 
He had been working in the shop since he was seven years old, sweeping the fl oors 
and doing other odd tasks, and eventually joining as a full  me barber in 1991. The 
barber shop has long been known as place for not only a great haircut, but also lively 
conversa  on and a friendly atmosphere. Its walls are papered with photos of clients 
and other memorabilia marking historic moments in the D.C. region and country.

Friendly Cab
Founded in 1947 by Ralph Collins during segrega  on to provide service to black cus-
tomers, Friendly Cab has been a staple of the Nauck neighborhood in Arlington. Ralph 
Collins was an ac  ve community member and innovator with specic goals for his busi-
ness like providing transporta  on for those who could not give birth at Arlington Hos-
pital at the  me. His business has remained successful and in opera  on ever since. 
The company has been passed on to his grandson Darryl Collins. Friendly Cab is well 
known in the DC area, especially because of it’s important history.

Chinn Funeral Service
Chinn Funeral Service has served the community since 1946, when it was established 
by James Chinn. It was purchased in 1969 by Robert Baker, whose twin, Rupert, joined 
him soon a  er as a business partner. Many Baker family members have worked at 
Chinn Funeral Service, including Tyra Baker-Thompson, Robert’s daughter and the 
business’s current manager. Tyra hopes the business will be around for at least 50 
more years, if not 100, and that it will soon move to a new building. If you go by the 
business, check out the dis  nc  ve “dove-grey” color of the hearses, a signature of 
Chinn Funeral Service. 

Green Valley Pharmacy
Leonard “Doc” Muse was the fi rst African American pharmacist in Virginia. He found-
ed Green Valley Pharmacy in 1952 to serve African Americans who were not served 
at white-run pharmacies. Today it is sought a  er by preserva  onists and those in-
terested in Arlington’s history. Green Valley Pharmacy is a staple of the Green Valley  
neighborhood because of it’s important legacy, and the fact that it is s  ll a successfully 
opera  ng business a  er all these years.



Star Barber
A previous employee of Majes  c Barber Shop, Galvester Crawley established Star Bar-
ber Shop around 1956. The business was purchased in about 1987 by current owner 
Ronald Marshall, who began working at the shop as a barber in 1965. Ronald can s  ll 
be found cu   ng hair alongside Star Barber Shop’s next genera  on of barbers, whose 
“fresh ideas” he welcomes as complementary to the business’s tradi  ons. Visitors to 
the shop are in for more than just a haircut as there are always lively conversa  ons 
underway among the barbers and customers on a limitless range of topics. 

A&J Beauty Salon
Annie Parker opened A&J Beauty Salon in on South Shirl-
ington Road in October 1989. She had been doing hair 
since she was a young girl and decided she was ready 
to work for herself. While styles have changed over the 
past 30 years, many of Ms. Parker’s clients keep coming 
back year a  er year because A&J Salon “feels like home 
to them.” And she is equally a  ached to her clients, 
feeling like they are part of her own family.

Majestic Barber
The Whi  enberg family purchased Majes  c Barber Shop decades ago from the Andrews 
family. Today Cary Whi  enberg both manages the business and cuts hair. The shop is 
well-known for the quality of the haircuts he and his fellow barbers provide to their 
loyal clientele and for the energe  c and wi  y conversa  on that always fi lls the room.

Dr. Denise Bruner
Denise E. Bruner, M.D. is a second genera  on physician, following in the footsteps 
of her father, Dr. Roland Herman Bruner. He opened a private prac  ce in the Nauck 
neighborhood in 1934, mee  ng a cri  cal need for African American physicians at the 
 me in Arlington County. Dr. Denise Bruner graduated from the Howard University 

College of Medicine and re-opened her late father’s medical prac  ce in 1981. She is 
now one of the top authori  es on bariatric medicine in the U.S.




